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quickly to him. After three days, when you returned
from the entertainment, and, quite abashed, made me
many apologies for staying away so long, to make you
easy in your mind, I replied, * it is of no consequence;
when he gave you leave then you came away ; but to
be without delicacy is not proper, and we should not
bear another's debt of gratitude without an idea of
paying it; now do you go and invite him also, and
bring him along with you/ When you went away to
his house, I saw that no preparations could be got
ready for the entertainment at our house, and if he
should all at once come, what could I do? but it
fortunately happened that from time immemorial, the
custom of this country has been for the kings to re-
main out for eight months in the year, to settle the
affairs of the provinces, and collect the revenues, and
for four months, during the rains, to stay [in the city]
in their auspicious palaces. In tho.se days, the king,
this unfortunate wretch's father, had gone into the
provinces some two or four months previously to
arrange the affairs of the kingdom.

" Whilst you were gone to bring the young merchant
[to the entertainment], Sldl JBaMr imparted the par-
ticulars of my present situation to the queen (who is
the mother of me impure). Again I, ashamed of my
guilty conduct, went to the queen and related to her
all that happened to me. Although she, from motherly
affection and good sense, had used every means to
conceal the circumstance of my disappearance, saying,
'God knows what may be the end of it;' she con-
ceived it wrong to make public my disgrace for the
present, and for my sake she had concealed my errors